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Making Connections: Develoavn
Comprehension Skills Across the
Content Areas
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Making Connections

( Make a Connection
Good readers make connections as they read...




Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking
What does that remind you of?
Does that make you think of another story? Why?
Does that remind you of something happening in the world right now?
Which of these connections help you to understand the story better?

How did thinking about what you already know help you figure out this
word?

How does your backgrouond knowledge help you predict what will
happen next?

Adapted from: 7 Keys to Comprehension




Some of my favorites for

Text to Self Connections:

Amazing Grace

Up North at the Cottage
Legend of Sleeping Bear Dunes
Legend of Mackinaw Island
Bernstein Bear Book Series
Any book by Kevin Henkes
Grandma Janet Mary Series
Patricia Polacco books

Hazel Ridge Farm Books

The Relatives Came

Fireflies

Some of my favorites for

Text to Text Connections:

Oliver Button is a Sissy
Amazing Grace
Sleeping Ugly

Any fairy tale variation
Miss Nelson is Missing
Miss Nelson is Back
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Using Your Schema Across the Content Areas...

What do you
already know
about this topic?

by Stuart J. Murphy wwawm
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Visualizing

Visuvalize

to oreate menhtal pictures while

you read. These will chahos as you




Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking

What do you see? Hear? Feel? Smell? Touch?

What did you see when you read those words?

What words in the text helped you make that picture?
Have your sensory images changed as you read this story?

How has your mental images changed as you read?




Some of my favorites texts for Visualizing:

Bedhead

Shel Silverstein Poetry

Hazel Ridge Farm books

The Talking Eggs Ends
Michigan Legend books the poems and dravint

Shel Silverstein

Up North at the Cabin
There’s a Cat in the Library
Bad Dog, Marley

Owl Moon

Cynthia Rylant books




Anchor Charts
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Making Mental Images Across the
Content Areas...

Visualizing will help
In vocabulary
development!
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Asking Questions

Questicning)
Uncderstam

Asking questions and looking for answers -
before I read
as I read
after I read.

I wonder... I was confused when. ..
How could that be? Why do you think?
Who..., What... Where... When...




Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking

| wonder why....
What do you wonder about before you start reading?

When you read that line, you paused to think. What were
you wondering about?

What questions do you have now that you’ve reread this
story?

What do you think that word means?




Some of my favorites texts for Asking
Questions:

Charlie Anderson

Fly Away Home

The Talking Eggs
PETOSKEY Jubal’s Wish

STONE SOUP Bambi’s First Day

Jam & Jelly by Holly & Nellie

Petoskey Stone Soup

The Stranger

The Polar Express

Stranger in the Woods

First Snow in the Woods




Anchor Charts
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Asking Questions Across the
Content Areas...

Asking questions
promotes inquiry!




Inferring




Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking

That’s a tricky word. What word would make sense here?

What message do you think the author might want you to understand?
What conclusions can you draw?

What do you think is going to happen next?

What do you think the author is telling you right here?




Some of my favorites texts for
Inferring:

Bad Dog Carl or other wordless
picture books

Chris Van Allsburg books

The Talking Eggs

Bad Case of Stripes

Eve Bunting books
Grandfather Twilight

Shortcut

No, David

I’ll Love You Forever

By J-_u Buning - Wustrseod by Bonald Himder




Anchor Charts

When we FEOlCJ words we donF

UFHJEF5+GFHJ. we Can fﬂﬁéf tha+.

H\ey meadn Bﬂ usinﬂ our :z.chema

and _
wﬂt d: Hhcﬂ" we ;mfer

medns -

]D eware be care £oul

Q. Mean

Pr&uiir\j

Cfﬂ'quﬁ'i' e ) nagm{‘ with a ball
of

o ki‘l\l:“ L.q_rr:r‘nn'

Sicdﬁﬂ F\ﬂhﬂifr'

f_c,\ﬂt'.'l‘"!'h-' cement

mMEeSS Y

slo rry

i e T .
bakliliecds | game like ping pong

Luidteg {o walk

g

e

th+ ‘-lelped

wotﬂ S, ",-'\C.hem_
werds, P.'c ture
schema, ch'il.af't_‘
ctore wovrd
o I: 3

g¢ hema - P.'.:.‘h-n:

LD I'd

AT P
1T.-‘{'Uff 1 \!’ﬁki‘llﬂ e

f hema



Inferring Across the Content Areas...

Drawing conclusions adds
to understanding!
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Synthesizing
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Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking

What was your purpose for reading this story?

You marked two places where you learned something new. How does that help
you to understand the story?

Can you summarize what you’ve read so far? What does it all mean to you?
Has your thinking changed after reading this passage? How?

What do you think is most important?




THE

BLUE SPRUCE

MARID CLOMO

The Wed I'IE‘IF:U.'L;E*:“-,-' Surprise

by Fve Buning
iestrated by D ol Carreck

Some of my favorites texts for
Synthesizing:

The Wednesday Surprise
The Rag Coat

Fly Away Home

Charlie Anderson

The Rag Coat

The Table Where Rich People Sat
The House on Maple Street
A Chair for My Mother

A Bad Case of Stripes
Someday a Tree

The Blue Spruce



Anchor Charts

e

E‘JHHTL/}é%,fZJn_g Mgﬂgﬁ
: e, Im %AlﬂL;‘ng Hlls I_’)mL (s al_!mu]l a ch

Gﬂd a mom Malltﬁfhg a rr'a?( n '!Lﬁr: 5free?‘5 |

~ben yaur g chnges
a5 pu read !

= BT thinking

{]ncj MFS krm ’JE ﬂj angrﬂ Iu:'Hl .gac.ﬁ & aHﬂ'ﬂIm +hm""""!

QIH‘I C”lanjmﬂ my sjcn#lesfs ajar‘n. /Vc}m I
+;1in s about all Fhe sadness and

dMagE ‘Hm'lc can !!ﬂ.fpfﬂ m:’;e:ﬁ Peapfe 9!1“ _
ﬂU+ GF Can?tr‘a! ] |




Synthesizing Across the Content Areas...

Developing the main idea

of the book will also help

to develop the main idea
of the skill area!
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Determining Importance

Deterrnmining
Iimportant Ideas

=

|l know what the main ideas are
and what the author
considers important

The most important ideas are. ..
So far, | have learned that. ..
Basedon my knowledge of. ..

DETERMINING IMPORTANCE

MNonfiction




Anchor Charts
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Determining Important
Across the Content Areas...

What are the Even Steven -f£§"—h
facts? Whatdo | [l Odd_Todd
you want to o A A=
remember about
this topic?

7 r
stafrrtnn OO
-'],‘.l\. §y k& "'—l""-‘-g\.-
[ =

hape Up e

a0 " World Made Of?

Math Activities by Mariben Burms All About Solids, Liquids, and Gases
MSCHOLASTIC

& .

“.\‘

; T'.UDY SCHACHMNER




Metacognition
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STICKY NOTES

can be used during
Reading to Mark:

an Interesting part

a Predicition

something to Infer to understand the
text

Words you need help with
a new Fact you learned

a part you don't Understand

Thoughts you have about the text
Words or Phrases you want to use in
your writing

your Favorite part

a Question you may have

Be sure to write the page numbers on the notes. Placo the
stickies into your Reader's Notebook on a page with the title
of the book and the date you finished it.




Using a Core Reading Program




Building Resources

b —;

Mental Images B P'99ing Deeper R Schema

Fireflies

Amazing Grace |
The Napping House An Angel for Solomon Sin Koala Lou
Night in the Country \ A Now One Foot, Now The Other
The Salamander Room 5 N § Ira Sleeps Over
When I’m Sleep

Fly Away Home
If You Listen
Mother Earth, Father
The Royal Bee

Something Beautiful
Grandfather Twilight




Online Resources

www.busyteacherscafe.com
http://reading.ecb.org (for kids!)

readworks.org
http://www.heinemann.com/comprehensiontoolkit/



http://www.pinterest.com
http://www.pinterest.com

Professional Reading

Strategies that Work — Harvey and Goudvis

The CAFE Book — by Boushey and Moser

7 Keys to Comprehension — by Zimmerman and Hutchins
Solutions for Reading Comprehension — Hoyt

Mosaic of Thought —Zimmermann and Keene

Reading with Meaning — Miller
Comprehension Connections - McGregor
The CAFE Book

Growing Readers p Nonfiction
atters

Beaeding, Wilting, and Resarck
Gn‘z.s'{_‘" 1L Al ety

| Stephanic Harvey
meccd s Sy Hharmayew




SCECH Session Code:



