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6 Comprehension Strategies 

Making Connections 

Asking Questions 

Making Mental Images

Inferring 

Synthesizing

Determining Importance



Making Connections 



Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking 

What does that remind you of? 

Does that make you think of another story? Why? 

Does that remind you of something happening in the world right now?

Which of these connections help you to understand the story better?

How did thinking about what you already know help you figure out this 
word?   

How does your backgrouond knowledge help you predict what will 
happen next? 

Adapted from: 7 Keys to Comprehension 



Some of my favorites for 
Text to Self Connections:

Amazing Grace
Up North at the Cottage
Legend of Sleeping Bear Dunes 
Legend of Mackinaw Island
Bernstein Bear Book Series
Any book by Kevin Henkes
Grandma Janet Mary Series
Patricia Polacco books
Hazel Ridge Farm Books
The Relatives Came 
Fireflies 

 

Some of my favorites for
 Text to Text Connections: 

Oliver Button is a Sissy
Amazing Grace
Sleeping Ugly
Any fairy tale variation 
Miss Nelson is Missing
Miss Nelson is Back



Anchor Charts 



Using Your Schema Across the Content Areas...

What do you 
already know 

about this topic? 



Visualizing 



Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking 

What do you see? Hear? Feel? Smell? Touch? 

What did you see when you read those words? 

What words in the text helped you make that picture?
 
Have your sensory images changed as you read this story?

How has your mental images changed as you read? 
 



Some of my favorites texts for Visualizing:

Bedhead 
Shel Silverstein Poetry 
Hazel Ridge Farm books
The Talking Eggs
Michigan Legend books
Up North at the Cabin
There’s a Cat in the Library
Bad Dog, Marley 
Owl Moon
Cynthia Rylant books



Anchor Charts 



Making Mental Images Across the 
Content Areas...

Visualizing will help 
in vocabulary 
development!



Asking Questions 



Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking 

I wonder why….

What do you wonder about before you start reading? 

When you read that line, you paused to think. What were 
you wondering about? 

What questions do you have now that you’ve reread this 
story? 

What do you think that word means? 



Some of my favorites texts for Asking 
Questions:

Charlie Anderson 
Fly Away Home 
The Talking Eggs
Jubal’s Wish
Bambi’s First Day
Jam & Jelly by Holly & Nellie
Petoskey Stone Soup
The Stranger 
The Polar Express
Stranger in the Woods
First Snow in the Woods 



Anchor Charts 



Asking Questions Across the 
Content Areas...

Asking questions 
promotes inquiry!



Inferring 



Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking 

That’s a tricky word. What word would make sense here? 

What message do you think the author might want you to understand? 

What conclusions can you draw?

What do you think is going to happen next? 

What do you think the author is telling you right here? 



Some of my favorites texts for 
Inferring:

Bad Dog Carl or other wordless 
picture books 
Chris Van Allsburg books  
The Talking Eggs
Bad Case of Stripes
Eve Bunting books
Grandfather Twilight
Shortcut 
No, David
I’ll Love You Forever 



Anchor Charts 



Inferring Across the Content Areas...

Drawing conclusions adds 
to understanding! 



Synthesizing 



Questions to Promote Strategic Thinking 

What was your purpose for reading this story? 

You marked two places where you learned something new. How does that help 
you to understand the story?

Can you summarize what you’ve read so far? What does it all mean to you? 

Has your thinking changed after reading this passage? How? 

What do you think is most important? 



Some of my favorites texts for 
Synthesizing:

The Wednesday Surprise
The Rag Coat
Fly Away Home
Charlie Anderson
The Rag Coat
The Table Where Rich People Sat
The House on Maple Street
A Chair for My Mother 
A Bad Case of Stripes
Someday a Tree
The Blue Spruce 



Anchor Charts 



Developing the main idea 
of the book will also help 
to develop the main idea 

of the skill area!

Synthesizing Across the Content Areas...



Determining Importance 



Anchor Charts 



Determining Important
 Across the Content Areas...

What are the 
facts? What do 

you want to 
remember about 

this topic? 



Metacognition 





Using a Core Reading Program 



Building Resources 



Online Resources 

www.busyteacherscafe.com
http://reading.ecb.org (for kids!)
www.pinterest.com
readworks.org
http://www.heinemann.com/comprehensiontoolkit/

http://www.pinterest.com
http://www.pinterest.com


Professional Reading

Strategies that Work – Harvey and Goudvis
The CAFÉ Book – by Boushey and Moser
7 Keys to Comprehension – by Zimmerman and Hutchins
Solutions for Reading Comprehension – Hoyt
Mosaic of Thought – Zimmermann and Keene 
Reading with Meaning – Miller
Comprehension Connections - McGregor 
The CAFÉ Book 
Growing Readers 
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