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What is Phonological Awareness?  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JNVzioC7lc


Phonological Awareness...
Awareness of the following basic sound units: 

● Words within sentences 
● Syllables within words
● Phonemes within syllables and words 

Phonological Awareness is developmental - it develops in 
stages. 



Phonemic Awareness...
Awareness that words are made of individiual sounds. 

Rhyme Recognition: hearing and recognizing rhymes. 

Phomeme Matching: Identifying words that have given sounds or generating a word 
that has a given sound at the beginning, middle, or end. 

Phoneme Blending:  Putting sounds together to form a word. 

Phoneme Segmentation: Isolating sounds at the beginning of a word or in an 
entire word. 

Phoneme Manipulation:  Substituting, adding, or deleting sounds to create new 
words. 



Belief Statements...
View Belief Statement 

Prerequisite Progress in reading is not possible unless learners know 
that words have sounds and that these sounds are attached 
to letters. 

Consequence Phonemic awareness is acquired as a result of learning to 
read. 

Facilitative Phonemic awareness is a necessary yet not sufficient in 
learning to read. 

Reciprocal Phonemic awareness helps children learn to read, and 
learning to read helps children become phonemically 
aware. 

- Rhymes and Reasons by Michael Opitz



Best Practices...
● Embed phonological awareness into everyday reading and writing experiences 

● Provide time for children to write and allow for invented spelling 

● Read aloud children’s literature that focuses on specific language features

● Use fun, engaging oral language 

● Involve families 



Using books to teach phonemic awareness...
● Identify the skill to be addressed

● Select a book - big books, poems, etc. 

● Read the book 1-2 times before focusing on the language. 



book ideas...
Students can sort anima names by syllables 

Students listen for set of

rhyming words. 

As
k children to name the pictures on the page 
and tell you the sound they hear at the 
beginning of each. 



Book ideas...

kk
Phoneme Deletion

After reading the book several times with 
your students, ask: 

What sound do I take away from clear to make ear?

What sound do I take away from should to make out? 

What sound do I take away from hair to make air? 



Book Ideas...
Rhyme

After reading the book several times with 
your students, tell them they can:

Help put out the fire by saying “yes” if the word you 
say rhymes, “no”, if they don’t. (Choose words from 

the text) 



Poetry and Song Books...



Using games to teach phonemic awareness...
● Play regularly - 10-15 minutes daily 
● Maintain an appropriate level of challenge for students - 

use simplifications and extensions for individuals
● Play familiar games with variations 

Hint: Phonemic Awareness can be played in the dark. Add print and it 
becomes a phonics lesson!   



Fountas and Pinnell...



Florida center for reading research...



5-Minute Games with words...
Rhyming: 

A cat wearing a ___. A mouse that lives in a ___. A duck that is driving a ___.

Initial Phonemes: 

I’m thinking of someone’s name that begins with the /b/ sound. 

Blending Phonemes: 

What animal is this: /c/ /a/ /t/? 

Manipulating Sounds:

I’m thinking of something that tells what I like to do. Take off the /m/ from the word 

meat  



games from Rhymes and Reasons...
Word
Syllable
Rhyme
Phoneme Matching
Phoneme Blending
Phoneme Segmenting
Phoneme Manipulation 



Example games…

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dTf5gxF8-Sw


Assessments...



MLPP...



What is DIBELS?



Resources...
Rhymes and Reasons: Literature Play for Phonological Awareness by: Michael Opitz

Phonemic Awareness in Young Children by: Adams, Foorman, Lunberg, and Beeler

Fountas and Pinnell Phonics - by grade level

Florida Center for Reading Research (fcrr.org) - Center Activities 

DIBELS / AIMES Web

MLPP - http://www.misd.net/MLPP/

Patricia Cunningham’s Making Words 

http://www.misd.net/MLPP/

